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Preface
In this book I seek to clarify what a mechanism-based explanatory strategy looks like. At the core of the approach is a set of mechanisms that specifies how individuals are influenced by those with whom they interact. Such mechanisms are not only the object of this book, they also explain why the book looks the way it does. I have benefited greatly from interactions with numerous colleagues in Europe as well as in the United States. First of all I would like to thank Yvonne Å berg. Not only is she the co-author of one of the chapters, she has also served as a constructive discussion partner throughout this book project. I also have had the great fortune to be affiliated to several excellent academic institutions; the Department of Sociology at Stockholm University, the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (SCASSS) and Nuffield College, Oxford. These institutions have allowed me to concentrate on my research for extended periods of time and have provided most stimulating intellectual environments. I am particularly indebted to SCASSS. Without its generous support at the outset of this project, this book would never have been written.
The research reported in the book also has been supported by generous grants from the following research councils: the Swedish Research Council, the Swedish Council for Working Life and Social Research, the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation and the NEST/Path Finder initiative of the European Community (MMCOMNET).
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